GULF CUP DIRT TRACK RACING – ROUND 4 

Nashik – 13th December 2008

C S Santosh established himself as India’s No 1 dirt track motorcycle rider when he won the glamour events in the fourth and final leg of the Gulf Cup Dirt Track racing in Nashik on Saturday. The TVS Racing Team rider from Bangalore in the process made it a clean sweep having also won the previously held three legs in Mangalore, Pune and Jodhpur.
In winning the fourth leg here in Nashik, Santosh finished the Indian Expert classes for Indian motorcycles upto 260cc and Indian Expert Class for foreign motorcycles upto 260cc two & four stroke with a cumulative tally of 80  and  80 points respectively. Finishing second and third overall were Veer Patel and Arvind K. P respectively.
Now it remains to be seen if Santosh can finish with the icing on the cake by winning Sunday’s Gulf Clash of the Titans which pits the best riders over the four legs in different categories.
As expected, TVS Racing Team riders emerged the best of the lot, wining six races.
The event, organized by Sportscraft in association with Nashik Automotive Sports Association (NASA) received a record 168 entries. After the event was flagged off, motorsport enthusiasts of Nashik were treated to a feast top class riding. By the end of it they were awestruck by the riding of some of the best in the business of dirt track racing. Now they are certainly anticipating much more on Sunday when the cream of riders in various categories line up for the ultimate prize, the Clash of the Titans.
Santosh was again superb. He extracted the maximum from his well-prepared TVS Shaolin bike to win the glamour events for 260cc motorcycles. He won four races – both the Indian Expert classes for Indian motorcycles upto 260cc and Indian Expert Class for foreign motorcycles upto 260cc two & four stroke,  leaving his closest rivals Arvind K.P. and Pradeep H.K. still wonder what needs to be done to beat him.
Dirt track racing is all about riding at high speed on a specially-laid out winding track, which is mostly slushy and gravel-laden. The rider has to negotiate serpentine bends while doing several laps and is timed to the hundredth of a second.
The seasoned riders, as expected, turned in a scintillating display, but it was heartening to watch the local talent and some first timers, like Sudeep Kotegar, who came up with another fine display in the Novice class. Mangalore rider Kotegar, who has been picked by TVS Racing after his impressive showing in the first three rounds in which he finished first, was again in a class of his own as he won the Novice Class Group C motorcycles upto 165cc 2 stroke & Novice Class Group C motorcycles above 130cc upto 165cc 4 stroke.
Vishal Bharguje  emerged the best local rider. He was always under pressure as he went around the specially-laid out serpentine course, but to his credit he did well to overcome a strong challenge from Snehak Chauhan  and Pinkesh Thakker, who finished second and third respectively in the category.

Yogesh Bharguje caught the eye while winning the Private Expert Class for modified foreign motorcycles upto 260cc. Riding a Honda CRF he faced a stiff challenge from second placed Fabio Chindy  but eventually came up trumps. Sarosh Mulla finished third.
Vishal Bharguje  came up with a fine display in the Private Expert Class for unmodified bikes upto 260cc. Sayed Asif Ali and Vineeth Kurup  were Second and third respectively.
The event sponsored by Gulf Oil Corporation Ltd, and organized by Sportscraft Mumbai in association with the NASA, came in for rich praise not only from the participants, but also spectators. 
“These riders were really good. It was nice to see for the first time riders perform,” said a spectator. 
He also expressed surprise about how Sportscraft could run an event of such magnitude so efficiently. There were 15 races, all runs over eight to ten laps, and without any hitch.
In sum, it was a perfect outing for both participants and spectators. Sportscraft’s meticulousness saw the event, which commenced at 9:15 conclude by noon, with none having anything to complain about.  
If you enjoyed Saturday’s fare, rest assured of something even better with the Titans’ line up on Sunday morning for the Clash of the Titans.
Detailed Result attached. 
